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Back to the brown paper envelope, some of those ideas actually didn’t get into the brown paper envelope.  They were, like, you know, if we had a million dollars and a staff of six it would be great.  But we don’t.  

[MSW Museum Wharf Chapter - famous people and the opening pp 15-17]
MIKE SPOCK:  I know.  This is about the business of – I don’t know anything about how this happened.  But what was the business of getting Captain Kangaroo to be the MC  at the opening?  Were you involved in that?  It sort of came out of the blue.  You couldn’t say no, but it was hard to figure out how to….  I know what it was.  I’m sure it was Channel 5 putting him forward.

Oh, because we had some collaboration.  Did we have some…?

MIKE SPOCK:  Yeah.  And they were by far the best Channel at that time [inaudible] commercial one.  And they also had, wasn’t it CBS at that point?  They changed all that.

And who else did we have besides Captain Kangaroo?  We had somebody else.  We had Mr. Rogers, right?  Yes, we had both of them, at some different points.
MIKE SPOCK:  Oh, yeah, I remember that.  That was a pleasure.

Yeah.  I remember, we, one of the sort of elements of the marketing campaign was to – and I don’t remember how this transpired – was to get sort of well-known personalities in.  And we had two that I remember:  Captain Kangaroo and – I’m blanking now.  

[starts over]

One of the elements of the, of the marketing campaign was to employ sort of nationally-known sort of personalities.  And I don’t remember at this point how that transpired exactly.  I didn’t – they weren’t my idea and I don’t remember, I don’t think I actually was involved in getting them.  But we had two with really different sort of contrasting styles.  We had Captain Kangaroo and we had Mr. Rogers.  

Now, Captain Kangaroo turned up with an entourage, I remember.  He had sort of a keeper and a dressing/make-up person or something like that.  And what really struck me and actually made me very sad was that he had very little interaction with children when he came, that his sort of, he clearly had decided – and I don’t know under what conditions he came, but he sort of, he did his thing, he squirreled himself away when he wasn’t doing it, and then he left.  

Mr. Rogers, by contrast, was, you know, it was, it was that sort of what you see is what you get.  He was Mr. Rogers 100%.  I remember him stopping, being so waylaid.  I remember those sort of, those moments when he’d walk around the museum and you’d see these children sort of, like, you could see that sort of, “I know this person, I can’t quite sort of connect who they are”.  And he would, he’d just sort of simply stoop down and talk to them.  And I talked to him afterwards about that and how much I appreciated that.  And he said, he said, “Well, you know, I like to talk with kids anyway.  But one of the things that is really, I’m really concerned about, is when children see, they see me on TV and then they see me in person, they see monsters on TV, will they also see those in person?”  You know, this sort of notion of what’s real and what’s not.  And so what he told me was that part of what he sort of said to kids at some point was, you know, “Yes, you see me on television and I’m real, but not everything you see on television is real”.  You know.  And I thought that was a really sort of a nice message.  But he came with his slippers and his little bag, I mean, just the whole thing.  He was a delight to have. 2:xx min
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